
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IONAWR       2025 No. 185                JANUARY 

FREE COPY          Find us online solva.gov.wales 

 

Stormy Seas at Newgale in the wake of Storm Darragh (Photo by Mic Rushen) 

 



Solva & St Davids Newsletter 

 

2 
 

 

 Alyssia Fiander-Houlden (Chair). Responsible for: Play and Skate parks (Upper & 

Lower Solva). First aid and training courses. Social media. missafiander@gmail.com 
 

 Gareth Chapman (Vice Chair). Responsible for: Newsletter & its distribution. 

Community car park. Plastic Free Communities. gareth.solva@gmail.com 
 

 Joe Griffin. Responsible for: Whitchurch church old cemetery. Senior Citizens 

Christmas Lunch. gjoegriffin@aol.com 
 

 Ifor Thomas. Responsible for: Clubhouse. Village noticeboards. Lower Solva picnic 

area. Multigenerational Path connecting Lower & Upper Solva. Solva CLT. Village 

greens and common land.  iforthomas@gmail.com 
 

 Colin Reynolds. Responsible for: the Welsh language, Welsh Heritage and its 

traditions. Memorial benches. rens@btinternet.com 
 

 Rob Richards. Responsible for: Local agriculture. Traffic and transport. Welcome to 

Solva signage. robthemount@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 Richard Davies. Responsible for: Parc y Capel. Coast. Allotments, SCC Carbon 

Neutrality Action Plan. rich.solva@gmail.com 
 

 Josh Phillips. Responsible for: Solva CLT, DCWW works and POC with WG on 

affordable housing in Solva. Welsh Heritage Trail.  joshuaphillipssolva@gmail.com 

  

NOTICE OF MEETING 

A meeting of Solva Community Council (SCC) will be held on Tuesday 7th January 

commencing at 6p.m. in Solva Community Clubhouse. This is a multi-location 

meeting allowing community councillors and members of the public to attend 

virtually or in person. 

Members of the public are warmly invited to attend and are encouraged to notify the 
Clerk in advance which business items on the agenda they wish to contribute views 
on. 
 

Agenda and minutes will be available from the Clerk and at Solva Community 
Council  https://solva.gov.wales/ 
 

Bruce Payne - Clerk to the Council  brucepayne241@gmail.com 
07890 987259 

 

mailto:missafiander@gmail.com
mailto:gareth.solva@gmail.com
mailto:gjoegriffin@aol.com
mailto:iforthomas@gmail.com
mailto:rens@btinternet.com
mailto:robthemount@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rich.solva@gmail.com
mailto:joshuaphillipssolva@gmail.com
https://solva.gov.wales/solva-community-council/
https://solva.gov.wales/solva-community-council/
https://solva.gov.wales/
mailto:brucepayne241@gmail.com
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December means basically two things in County Hall; the Christmas break is nearly 
here, and the Welsh Government budget - and hence the settlement grant figure to 
PCC will be revealed. What this means is that nearly 80% of Council  income 
comes from this grant and the remainder from Council tax and income from 
chargeable services. However, the grant increase this year at the time of writing 
this is likely to be very small, and nowhere near the amount required to cover the 
spiralling cost to provide basic services. That gap will, as usual, have to be bridged 
by either substantial Council Tax increases or a reduction in services or a 
combination of both.  

The recent storms have been challenging for 
all residents with much disruption and damage. 
However we are all still here to tell the tale and 
it is fantastic how our community works 
together to get through these events. Special 
thanks must go out to the National Grid staff 
and our Council employees who worked so 
hard to get our power back on and our roads 
open. 

Concerns have been raised to me by drivers 
trying to exit Panteg Lane opposite the Memorial Hall in regards to lack of visibility 
due to parked cars on the area used for parking opposite the hall. Suggestions 
were made for hatched lines to encourage parking further from the road to give 
better visibility. The matter was discussed at Solva CC meeting and whilst the issue 
could be seen, there would be a problem enforcing no parking on the lines and 
there is a general lack of parking in Solva anyway so it was felt best that no lines 
were added. 

On a similar note, I have been made aware of the rather poor parking at the 
entrance to Anchor Down. Community co-operation is the best way to address this 
issue. Please can I appeal to drivers to park so that a Fire Engine or Ambulance 
can access all the estate at all times and to not park on the pavement. 

Finally it just remains for me to wish all residents a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
and Healthy New Year and thank everyone for their 
support in the last year. 

As usual if you need any help with a Council related 
matter then please call or text me on 07976 553912. 
Christmas holidays or evenings not a problem!  

Email cllr.mark.carter@pembrokeshire.gov.uk   

COUNCILLORS CORNER 

Solva  

mailto:cllr.mark.carter@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
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Hello/Shwmae 
 

First of all may I take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful and a Happy New 
Year. 
 

As you are all aware our St Davids Waste and Recycling Centre has been saved. 
Although it’s losing a day in the Summer, it will continue to be open 2 days a week 
all through the year. There is some work needed to be done at the site which is 
required. I can’t thank you all for your support and keeping up the fight for saving 
our Tip so I now urge you all to please please continue to use it as we don’t ever 
want to be in this situation again. 
 

The weeks leading up to Christmas were an extremely busy time for staff and 
pupils of Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi so I would like to thank them for their contribution to 
community life here in St Davids. They took part in the Festival of Christmas Trees, 
lighting Ceremony, performing at the Senior Citizens lunch, these are just a few 
events. Diolch yn fawr i chi gyd. 
 

There has been a lot of concern from parents of pupils who attend the Nons 
Campus in Nun street St Davids during the end of the school day. There is concern 
with regard to the safe crossing of the road. I am in close contact with parents PCC 
regarding this issue. PCC do though work very hard with the pupils regarding 
Pedestrian Safety and will continue to do so by delivering assemblies, classroom 
sessions and completing kerb craft refresher training. 
 

Pot holes in Bryn Road have been a big issue this year and I am pleased to inform 
you that from Monday 27th January from the junction with the access to Maes Yr 
Hedydd west to its junction with Mitre Lane the road will be closed for three days 
for carriageway resurfacing works. 
 

Phase one of the new Glasfryn development is on track and PCC are working 
towards the end of January to hold an open day for the residents. Date not yet 
confirmed. 
 

A big thank you goes out to all services and PCC for all their hard work and support 
during the recent storm Darragh in December. 

Please feel free to get in touch with me at all times either by email or phone or 
through my Facebook page.  

Email: Cllr.bethan.price@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

07767398924  Facebook page: Cllr Bethan Price  

COUNCILLORS CORNER 

St Davids  

mailto:Cllr.bethan.price@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
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Advertise your Business! 

Promote your Event! 

Tell everyone your good news! 

Solva & St David’s News is published 
every month and distributed to all homes 

in Solva, St David’s and Whitchurch, as 
well as being available in shops, pubs, 

halls etc. for visitors. It can also be 
downloaded from solva.gov.wales. 

If you would like to include something in 
Solva & St David’s News, and for 

advertising rates, please contact the 
editor Mic Rushen. 

 Email solvanews@outlook.com 

 

Do you have a field, paddock or 
piece of land that’s getting 

overgrown? 

Do you want to encourage native plant 
species and suppress weeds/rye grass? 

We have done conservation grazing in the 
Solva/St Davids area for the National Park and 
Trust for the past 20 years. Our friendly, hardy 
Icelandic horses will soon clear coarse 
grasses, nibble brambles and pave the way for 
native seedlings etc to become established. 

We will supply the horses (and electric fence if 
needed), and check the horses daily. Solva/St 
Davids and surrounding areas only. 

Contact Mic on 07791 993238 or mic@solva-

icelandics.co.uk 
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Notice of St Davids City Council Meetings: 

Monthly Meetings on Monday January 6th and Monday January 20th at 

7.00pm in the Memorial Hall 

The agenda and minutes are available from the Clerk and on the City 

Council website – https://stdavids.gov.uk/ 

Members of the public are welcome to attend and are given reasonable 

opportunity to make representations about items of business on the 

agenda to be discussed. 

Members of the public wishing to attend on a remote basis should notify the Clerk to 

the Council by 12pm on the day of the meeting so that guidance can be provided on 

how to attend. 

 

*St Davids Day Events 2025* 

*Cawl Competition * 

Saturday 22nd February 2025 at 11.30am in 

the City Hall 

Proceeds to a local group/charitytbc 

To enter the Cawl competition please contact 

the Clerk to St Davids City Council on 01437 

721 137 or e-mail clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 

*Cymanfa Ganu * 

Sunday 23rd February 2025 at 2.30pm at 

Zion Chapel 

Tea and Welshcakes provided by St Davids 

City Council in the City Hall after the event. 

All proceeds to Shelter Cymru. 

St Davids Cathedral 

Please see our 

website www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk for details 

of all our regular services and events 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stdavidscathedral.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C690ce9164416434a3c2108dd0020ebd4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638666863598227175%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2cK1igGl3KsyJ7ujGi5TL8AQKn%2FzCEODLQ6tL%2FuX3oA%3D&reserved=0
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Come along and help us build the future  

you want to see! 

 

 

St Davids City Council are holding a Community Engagement 
event on Saturday 11th January between 3pm and 7pm in St Davids City Hall. The 
aim of the event is to gather input to Co-create a Community Action Well Being 
Plan for St Davids with the help of Together for Change. Pupils of Ysgol Penrhyn 
Dewi Senedd have been helping with the development of this and will be giving a 
presentation to introduce it. There will be a great family Lego activity where you 
too can help to build the future you want to see. We welcome residents of all ages 
to attend. Refreshments will be available. This will be followed up with a second 
event, same time, same place, on 25th January.  

 

There will also be opportunities to meet and talk to councillors and feed into these 
other initiatives that the City Council are interested to hear your views on: 

 

 Affordable Social Rented Housing for our community in St Davids  
 How to set up a Community Land Trust (CLT)  
 How a CLT can own and manage land for its community’s benefit 

 

Interested? Come and learn more 
and get involved at the St Davids 
City Hall engagement event 11th 
January 2025 3 -7pm. PLANED will 
be in attendance to explain details 
with case studies. 

 

Solva Care and St Davids City 
Council have been looking at ideas 
around establishing a social support 
service tailored for St Davids, 
leveraging Solva Care’s expertise. 
 

Could this complement and give 
support to the amazing groups who 
already support people in St Davids?  

 

Want to know more about this 
possible St Davids Care Vision of 
the Future?  

 

Come along on 11th to the City Hall 
Engagement event to learn more 
and have your say! 
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Peninsula Practice / Meddygfa Penrhyn 

Opening Hours: 
Phone lines are open 8.00am – 6.30pm. Main Surgery line is: 
01437 721306. We are closed at weekends and Bank 
Holidays. When we are closed, emergency cover is 
available by phoning NHS 111 to access the Out of Hours 
Service. For anything life-threatening, patients are to dial 
999. 
 

Building works – Over the next few weeks you may see Contractors carrying out 

maintenance work inside and outside of the Surgery.  We will endeavour to keep 

disruption to a minimum, please bear with us whilst we carry out this necessary 

work.  

NHS APP – We are changing from using My Health On-line to the NHS Wales APP.  

Patients can access services such as ordering repeat prescriptions and booking 

some appointments, by logging into:  https://app.nhs.wales/  

To access the NHS Wales APP services, you must: 

 be registered with a GP practice in Wales 

 have a fully verified NHS login 

 be aged 16 or over 

Repeat Prescription requests – Please contact the Surgery to order your 

prescription 7-10 days before your medication is required. Order your prescription 

online via the NHS APP or post your repeat slip directly to the surgery.   You can 

also nominate your preferred pharmacy and ask the surgery to send your 

prescription to one of the Pharmacies that has a collection service from Solva.  
 

Flu Vaccination – Our flu clinics are open!  Please ring the surgery to book an appointment.   

Eligibility for the 2024 to 2025 this autumn and winter, as part of our winter respiratory vaccination 

programme include: 

 children aged two and three years on 31 August 2024 

 people aged 6 months to 64 years in a clinical risk group 

 people aged 65 years and older (age on 31 March 2025) 

 pregnant women 

 Registered carers of a person whose health or welfare may be at risk if the carer falls ill 

 frontline health and care workers 

 people experiencing homelessness 

 household contacts of the immunocompromised 
 

If you are an adult in a risk group, are pregnant, or are aged 
65 or over, you can get your flu vaccine here at the 
Surgery. 
 Children’s flu (nasal) vaccination – If you have yet to 
book your child in, please contact the surgery to make an 
appointment.  
 

COVID Booster Vaccination campaign – We continue to 

https://app.nhs.wales/
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vaccinate eligible patients. This vaccination can be given at the same time as your flu vaccination. 

Eligibility for 2024 to 2025 this autumn and winter includes:- 

 

 *People aged 6 months to 64 years with a long-term health condition (which includes pregnant 

women and people with a weakened immune system)  

 Residents in a care home for older adults  

 People aged 65 years and older (age on 31 March 2025)  

 Unpaid carers  

 Frontline health and social care workers  

 Staff working in care homes for older adults  

 

*Please check with our reception team if you’re unsure or you can visit the Public Health website: 

https://phw.nhs.wales for further information.  
 

 

Connecting our Community 
 

Solva Care is a community based charity focusing on volunteer social support. 
Solva Care aims to maintain and improve health and wellbeing, enabling people 
to stay in their own homes and to combat loneliness, isolation and social 
disadvantage. 
 
If you think that Solva Care might be helpful to you or others please see our website 
www.solvacare.co.uk for further information, or  contact Lena Dixon, Co-ordinator 
on 07805 717556. Or email solvacare@solva.gov.wales 
 
Solva Care are offering warm rooms on Tuesdays 2pm-4pm in Solva Football 
Community hub. Come and join us for a hot drink, company and a classic film! 
 
 

Solva Harbour Society will hold their AGM on 11h January 
at10.45am in the Ship in Solva. This was postponed from 
December 7th due to the storms. 

 
 

 
  

 

20 Main Street, Solva.  
 

Winter Opening Times: 

Monday 9 - 4pm 

Thursday 9- 4pm 

Friday 9 - 4pm 

Saturday 9 - 4pm 

Sunday 9 - 4pm 
 

 

 

Opening Times 
 

Monday – Friday from 10.00am – 

1.00pm 

  Saturdays 11.00am – 2.00pm 

 

https://phw.nhs.wales/
mailto:solvacare@solva.gov.wales
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MERCHED Y WAWR -  CANGEN BRO DDEWI 

DIgwyddiadau Mis Tachwedd 

8fed.Cynrychiolwyd y gangen yn y Cwis Cenedlaethol yng Nghaffi Beca. 
Llwyddodd y tim o dair i ddod yn ail yn erbyn dwsin o dimau eraill oedd yn cynnwys pedair 
aelod ymhob tim. 

18fed.Ymdrechodd pedair aelod ar noson o dywydd ofnadwy trwy’r holl law a gwynt i 
gyfarfod rhanbarth ym Mwlch y Groes. Trafodwyd nifer o destunau ond yn bennaf cyfraniad 
crefft pob cangen tuag at furlun Caffi Beca. 

20fed. Pleser mawr oedd gweld nifer o aelodau yng nghyfarfod Mis Tachwedd gan gynnwys 
rai aelodau newydd ond yn enwedig aelod ffyddlon gynt sydd wedi ail fynychu’r gangen sef 
Iona Davies, Llandruidion. Cawsom araith fywiog, difyr a diddorol gan Canon Angharad 
James yn olrhain ei hanes bersonol a’i gyrfa i’r weinidogaeth a’i harweinodd hi i Dyddewi. 

26 a 27ain. Cyfarfu rhai aelodau yn Festri Seion i addurno’r goeden Nadolig a’i throsglwyddo 
i Neuadd y Ddinas ar gyfer cystadleuaeth Gwyl y Coed Nadolig blynyddol.Thema’r goeden 
eleni oedd Merched Enwog Cymru. 

4edd. Rhagfyr. Ymunodd pymtheg o aelodau yng ngwesty’r Cross i fwynhau cinio Nadolig 
blasus yng nghwmni ffrindie llon a chyfeillgar. 

Cynhelir y cyfarfod nesaf yn Festri Seion am un o’r gloch 15fed. Ionawr 2025.  Siaradwr – 
Gareth Evans, o Solfach 

Cynhelir y cyfarfod nesaf yn Festri Seion am un o’r gloch 15fed. Ionawr 2025.  Siaradwr 

Gareth Evans, o Solfach 

  

Chwith: Nan George, sydd newydd ymddeol o fod yn 

Ysgrifennydd Cangen Bro Ddewi, Merched y Wawr, am 

38 mlynedd. 

Uchod: Cais MyW yn y gystadleuaeth coeden Nadolig 
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Christmas Joy in St Davids and Solva 

A tree-mendous festival of Christmas trees and 
wreaths led up to the switch on of the Christmas 
lights in our beautiful City again this year. The 
20th festival of Christmas trees saw an 
outstanding array of trees and wreaths adorn the 
City Hall, and culminated with the Christmas 
lights switch on by the Mayor Bira Sehmi and 
Santa arriving on his sleigh. After the lights 

switch on all of the children in the parish visited Santa in his grotto in the Memorial 
+Hall where each one received a gift. 

The winning trees from this year’s Festival were Wyncliffe 
Childcare in the children’s section and Menevia WI in the 
adults’ section. Coming second and third in the children’s 
section were Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi and St Davids 
Brownies. In the adults’ section St Davids RNLI came 
second and The Bench ice cream parlour third. The 
winning wreath was created by St Davids Coffee & Chat 
with Katie Bolger coming second and Oriel y Parc coming 
third. 

“The Festival of Christmas Trees 
committee would like to thank everyone who helped over 
the three-day event, especially to the groups and 
individuals who enters into the competition,” said Chairman 
Bethan Thomas Price. The Christmas Tree Association 
also thanked all those who volunteered on the Saturday 
night switch on and especially the members of St Davids 
Penknife Club who were marshals for the evening and also 
organised the safe arrival of Santa to St Davids. 

Meanwhile in Solva, the Shopping Under the Stars evening 
was another success with plenty of people filling the shops 

and pubs. Santa made 
an appearance in the Hats and Barrels, to the 
delight of local children, and all the traders 
produced beautifully decorated stalls filled with 
crafts, food and drink to get everyone in the mood 
for Christmas.  

There were some delicious tasters available too, 
with mini Chef’s Specials in 35 Main Street and 
mulled wine in Window on Wales a particular 
treat!  
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Peatland restoration project continues 

A £5m national peatland restoration project has undertaken an important piece of work at a site in 
Pembrokeshire. Dowrog Common Nature Reserve, located outside of St Davids, is a 101 hectare 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and part of the North Pembrokeshire Commons SAC, 
managed by the Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales. 

The reserve is a focus of the EU funded LIFE project called 
LIFEquake which is supported by Welsh Government and 
delivered in Pembrokeshire as a partnership between 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority, National Trust 
and Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales. 

Peatland is the most valuable land resource in Wales as it 
stores 30% of land-based carbon. Covering about 4% of 

Wales, it is estimated that 90% of Welsh peatland is in a deteriorating condition and emitting 
greenhouse gasses that contribute to climate change. 

The LIFEquake project aims to restore peatland, quaking bogs and their wider supporting wetland 
landscapes to favourable conservation status. Quaking bogs – so called because when conditions 
are right the ground ‘quakes’ underfoot. 

To manage the habitat at Dowrog Common, LIFEquake and project partners have already 
installed fencing which will bring back historic grazing of livestock on the site. Grazing helps to 
maintain the right levels of vegetation on wetland sites which allow the important “bog building” 
plants and mosses to thrive.The next project action taking place at Dowrog Common will be the 
scraping of areas dominated by unwanted surface vegetation and superficial enriched peat, 
allowing the redevelopment of quaking bog in the shallow pools that are left behind. These 
“scrapes” effectively mimic the conditions which have led to the development of quaking bogs in 
the past in other parts of Wales. 

The work commenced in early November and is expected to be completed in just a few weeks. 
For updates on the work and the recovery of the Dowrog Common habitat, follow LIFEquake via 
the project website Natural Resources Wales / LIFE Quaking Bogs and on their social media 
@LIFE Quaking Bogs. 

 
 
 

 
Following a successful 2024 festival we invited applications for Grants and are pleased to report 
we received a strong response. The applications have been now considered and Grants have 
been awarded to Solva AFC, Solva Memorial Hall, Solva Amateur Dramatics Society, 1st St 
Davids Guides, St Davids Youth Club, St Davids Junior Basketball, Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi South 
Africa tour, Simpson Cross Activities Group, Victoria Hall Association, Pembrokeshire 
Weightlifting and 3 bursaries have been paid to young people in our community.  
 
Just a reminder, Festival Tickets, ideal for Christmas presents, are now available.  Keep an eye 
on our social media accounts on Facebook and Instagram for announcements.  
The Festival Committee is delighted to confirm we have been able to hold ticket prices at 2024 
rates. Stay updated on ticket prices by visiting our website at edgefestival.co.uk/buy-tickets.  
Local residents can once more secure tickets directly from Helen Thomas at 07432 
648596, avoiding booking fees.   

Below: Icelandic Horses conservation 
grazing on the Dowrog 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fedgefestival.co.uk%2Fbuy-tickets&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0e5ad3dc7f3a429acc3008dd19dc6b00%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638695156652996249%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j2cJduInhmzJlt37rf%2FbBLNSpYZZ%2B8kMRpVD%2FkA2UJI%3D&reserved=0
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Solva Braves the Storms 

The fabulous community of Solva all pulled together to 

help pull off the Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch, 

which had to be postponed from Saturday to Sunday 

thanks to problems caused by Storm Darragh. From 

phoning everyone to rearrange, to donating generators 

for the event, this was the most eventful run up to the Christmas lunch!   

The community council would like to say a 
massive thank you to the amazing cooks who 
went above and beyond to prepare the feast! 
The team did a wonderful job under hard 
conditions and provided more than 70 
delicious Christmas dinners which were very 
much appreciated by everyone who had them.  

 

We chose one of the worst weekends of the year 

weatherwise to run our Table top sale in the Solva 

Clubhouse. However with splendid teams of 

helpers on Friday evening set-up, Saturday 

afternoon sales and Sunday morning clear-up it 

proved a very successful event. We sold clothing, 

bric-a-brac, books and cakes and made overall over £300. This, with takings from 

the evening dance, will go to Solva Care, Solva Memorial Hall and the Clubhouse. 

Helpers and cake makers totalled 15; I would like to name you all as well as all 

those who donated clothes and items or sale. You know who you are; many 

thanks, it was a great team effort. 

For more information about, or to help with Solva Pop-up 

Shop which supplied bric-a brac and books, please 

contact Fran Barker, Mob 07377059265 or email 

fran34hb@gmail.com 

People also braved the awful weather in the evening to 
come to ‘Dance through the Decades’ at the Memorial Hall. DJ Toby Ellis got 
everyone up and dancing throughout the evening. Pizzas and Gareth’s Bar 
provided sustenance and a good time was had by all . With the takings from the 
table top sale we made a whopping £1,392.20!  Thank you to all who helped on the 
night. It was truly a team effort from creating the poster through to clearing up on 
the night . A special shout out to all the local businesses for giving generous raffle 
prizes ( Rhys Hughes, Maggie’s Florestry , The Ship, The Cambrian, Window on 
Wales, Tesco and Vincent Davies) and Toby and Pure West Radio for all their 
support .   
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Solva Community Cinema 

 

You can become a member on the night. It's £5/person for 12 months 

and it gives you 20% off the ticket price and the use of a cushion! 
 

Doors open at 7 pm. Refreshments are available or BYOB. Tickets £5 for adults 

and £3.50 for under 18’s. Become a member for £5/year and get 20% off the ticket 

price and the use of a free cushion! If you have any film suggestions, please email 

us at solvacinema@gmail.com 

 

No screenings in January, but we’ll be back in February! 

Doors open 7.30pm 
Licensed Bar 
Tickets £10 in advance, £12 on the door. Tickets available from the 
Top Shop (Bay View Stores) or contact: Debbie on 
07771928576/01437 720948 or Moira 07817842970/01437 729168 
 
 

mailto:solvacinema@gmail.com
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MONDAY WALKS from ORIEL Y PARC 

Come and join our friendly group on a gentle stroll in good company, followed by a 
coffee and chat, as part of West Wales Walking for Wellbeing. Walks start from 
Oriel y Parc Visitor Centre at 13.45 and are up to an hour in length. You can walk at 
your own pace and even if you consider yourself less mobile or not used to a lot of 
physical activity you will be welcomed. 

We hope that you would like to join us. Please get in touch with Amber Manning, 
07483 377414, email amberm@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk, or Ellie Sherwin mobile 
07788583630  

 

 

St Davids City Hall 

The City Hall is located at the heart of St Davids and offers a 
range of facilities for arts, sport, exhibitions, sales, community 

events and meetings. 

For bookings and enquires please contact: Mrs Katie Bolger on 
07821656233 or e-mail hallmanager@stdavids.gov.uk  

  

Why not make volunteering in Erw 

Dewi/Dewi’s Acre your New Year’s 

resolution for 2025?  Get outdoors, 

keep fit, help the local community, learn 

new skills, make new friends and improve 

your wellbeing.  What’s not to like?   

Here are all the new volunteering dates 

for the first few months of the year 

No previous experience necessary, so 

come and join in the fun. 

 

mailto:hallmanager@stdavids.gov.uk
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CLWB SOLFACH/SOLVA LUNCHEON CLUB 

40+ years on and still going strong! However, we would be grateful for 
helpers as the present-day ones should be enjoying the fine dining 

and not cooking it! 

The Christmas Lunch was held at the Ship Inn on Wednesday 18th December. Now 
we have a 2 week break and we will be returning to Solva Memorial Hall on 
Wednesday 8th January. 

  Please contact Jane Pascoe on 01437 721544 if you think you would like to join. 

 
  

 

 

 

St Davids City 
Council 

 

Wednesdays 10.00am – 
12noon at the Drop In 

Centre, City Hall, St Davids 
All welcome to attend 

Free of charge 
 

S Mann - Clerk to the 
Council, City Hall, High 
Street, Haverfordwest, 

Pembrokeshire SA62 6SD 
 

clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 
Tel 01437 721137 

 

mailto:clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
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St Davids Policing Team - Drop In Surgery 
 

Members of Dyfed Powys Police will be running a monthly Drop In 
Surgery on the first Thursday of each month from 10.30am – 12 noon 

in the Youth Drop-In Centre (entrance via Bryn Road). This is an opportunity for local residents to bring any 
matter to the attention of the Police. No appointments necessary. 

Next Surgery – Thursday 2nd January 
 

Please contact the Clerk on 01437 721 137 or clerk@stdavids.gov.uk for more information 

St Davids City Council, City Hall, High Street, St Davids, Pembrokeshire SA62 6SD 
 

 
 

We have launched a new scheme for people to regularly support our 
charity if they would like to. You can become a Friend of Solva Care by donating monthly or 
annually via a standing order from your bank account. Any amount would be much appreciated to 
help ensure Solva Care can continue to be here for all the people we support. 

If you have online banking, there will be an option marked 
‘Standing Orders’ within your account to enable you to set up a 
standing order to Solva Care. 

You will need our bank details which are: 

 Account Name: Solva Care 

 Sort Code: 30-93-98 

 Account No: 75641460 

If you do not have online banking you will need to pop into your 
bank to set up the standing order. 

If you need further information please contact Bruce Payne 

brucepayne241@gmail.com 07890 987259 

 

Hen Galan Village Meal 

Monday 13th January 

Join us for a bowl of cawl and festivities 6.30pm-9pm at Solva 

Community Clubhouse 

This is a free event for those in our community who would like to socialise 

and have a warming meal & a fun evening. Places are limited to 40, so 

book your place with Alyssia today! Let’s make January less blue! 

RSVP alyssia.solva@gmail.com 

mailto:clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
mailto:brucepayne241@gmail.com
mailto:alyssia.solva@gmail.com
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  Wedding Anniversary 

Celebrations? 

If you know of any couple in St 

Davids that may be celebrating a 

Golden or Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary, please contact St 

Davids City Council by phone 

(01437 721137) or email 

(clerk@stdavids.gov.uk) 
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*Defibrillators in Solva* 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
        

 

  

v

 

Solva Memorial Hall 
What3words: 
cookies.blurts.symphonic 
Post Code: SA62 6TE 

 

Solva Community Clubhouse & AFC 

What3words: outlast.doted.fuzz 
Post Code: SA62 6XW 

 

Bay View Stores 
What3words: 
places.examples.crackling 
Post Code: SA62 6TX 

 

 Trinity Quay  
What3words: apart.adhesive.open  
Post Code: SA62 6UQ  

 

Lower Solva Car Park – Harbour Inn 
What3words: tinny.router.tribe 
Post Code: SA62 6UT 
 

 

Friday Club - 2-4pm at the Community Clubhouse, Solva AFC. All 

Welcome! 

We have a break over the Christmas/New Year holiday & resume on Jan 10th 
2024 
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*The former Scout Hall in St Davids is to be saved 

for the community! * 

The former Scout Hall in St Davids is to be saved for the 
community! St Davids City Councillors have voted that the 
City Council shall take over the much loved St Davids Scout 
Hut. This is to be made possible by a Community Asset 
Transfer of the land it is sited on, from Pembrokeshire County 

Council, for zero rent, for 125 years. In turn the Scouting Association have pledged 
to gift the building to the community, into the guardianship of the City Council. This 
has been a long time in the planning and was proposed by The St Davids 
Befrienders when they set up a men’s and subsequent people’s shed in the 
building. Recently the Befrienders group secured a grant from PAVS, funded from 
the government through the Shared Prosperity Fund. The grant aptly named ‘Doing 
the small things’ echoing the words of St David, has helped to engage the 
community by having events and workshops to help boost the use of the building 
and grow volunteer support. 

 

City Councillor Becky Lloyd said ‘The building has gone from strength to strength 
and community use has more than tripled from just 6 hrs per week! Volunteers have 
worked so hard, clearing, fixing and painting and local businesses have provided 
free services and donations. Everyone has pulled together and there’s now such a 
buzz about the building. New life has been breathed into it the hall with things like 
pilates classes, life-drawing, band practices, women’s joinery classes and private 
party bookings! The summer BBQ event and raffle was great as the sun even 
shone and we had lots of local stakeholders supporting it like ATEB and PCC 
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Housing. St Davids City Council sponsored a Children’s Circus Workshop and the 
Penknife Club free icecreams for local children on the surrounding estates. A name 
your building exercise was started at the event, and continued online on social 
media, where the winning name was announced as ‘Ty Pawb’. 

 

A new group is being formed as a management group to lease the building from the 
CIty Council going forward. If anyone feels they have skills that could benefit this 
group please get in touch with Becky on 07788633719 about joining. The building 
has lots of things going on and also has availability for bookings.  

 

A huge fundraising effort has raised over £3,500 which is going towards a 
new heating boiler. The fund is still taking donations and can be found 

here: gofund.me/09c131ebShalom House Day Centre 

Shalom House supports the people of Pembrokeshire, providing holistic, 
accessible, personalised care for those who have been diagnosed with cancer and 
other life limiting illnesses, such as MND, Parkinson’s and COPD. We are here to 
support people through a difficult time and to help provide a better quality of life. 

Shalom House News 

Why not join our 100 Plus club? From just £3 per month you could win a cash 
prize. Contact Sam for more details. 

We are looking for volunteers for both our shops if anyone is interested in sparing a 
few hours. We are also looking for volunteer drivers to help bring attendees to and 
from Shalom House. 

If you are interested get in touch with Sam on 01437 721 344.  
 

A group of 13 from the Square and 
Compass area calling themselves ‘Bois Y 
Sgwar’ all closely associated with Square 
and Compass Inn, recently took on the 
challenge of scaling the Welsh 3 peaks ( 
Pen Y Fan, Cadair Idris and Snowdon) 
raising money for Shalom House, 

Tyddewi. They managed to raise £5000 and would like to thank all for their 
generous support on the Just Giving page that was set up. Three collection buckets 
were  left at Square and Compass Inn, The Artremont at Croesgoch and The Ship 
at Trefin and the ‘Bois’ would also like to thank the customers of those three pubs 
for their very generous donations. Diolch yn Fawr. 
 

‘Bois Y Sgwar’ are hoping to tackle a challenge annually in the future  to support 
local causes. The group were Tom Evans, Martin Davies, Andrew Phillips, Kevin 
Morgan, Tudor Owen, Callum Owen, Colin Davies, Mike Peterson, Tobi 
Beckerman, Nev George, Adrian Vaughan, Paul Macnaghton and Rhydian 
Thomas. 
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Solva Warm Welcome 
 

Solva Community Council, in partnership with Solva Care, Coffee Mornings, and 
Luncheon Club, is delighted to announce the details of our Warm Welcome Events. 
These events will run until 31st March 2025. Monthly programmes will be published 
in the Solva & St Davids Newsletter. 

To ensure a smooth experience, we kindly ask that you book in advance with the 
contact provided (in particular, for Luncheon Club!). 

We look forward to welcoming you! 

January 2025 Programme 
 

Date Time Event Location Contact Refreshments 

Tues 7th 2pm to 4pm Cinema Film Clubhouse 
& AFC 
Solva 

Lena or Lesley on 
07805 717556 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Wed 8th 10:30 to midday Coffee 
Morning 

Memorial 
Hall Solva 

Carol Ann Jones 
01437 721374 
07970 614233 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Thurs 9th Midday to 2 pm Luncheon 
Club 

Memorial 
Hall Solva 

Ifor Thomas 
01437 729574 

2 course meal 

Fri 10th 1:30 to 4:30pm Friday Club Clubhouse 
& AFC 
Solva 

Lena or Lesley on 
07805 717556 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Tues 14th 2pm to 4pm Cinema Film Clubhouse 
& AFC 
Solva 

Lena or Lesley on 
07805 717556 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Wed 15th 10:30 to midday Coffee 
Morning 

Memorial 
Hall Solva 

Carol Ann Jones 
01437 721374 
07970 614233 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Thurs 16th Midday to 2 pm Luncheon 
Club 

Memorial 
Hall Solva 

Ifor Thomas 
01437 729574 

2 course meal 

Fri 17th 1:30 to 4:30pm Friday Club Clubhouse 
& AFC 
Solva 

Lena or Lesley on 
07805 717556 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Tue 21st 2pm to 4pm Cinema Film Clubhouse 
& AFC 
Solva 

Lena or Lesley on 
07805 717556 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Wed 22nd 10:30 to midday Coffee 
Morning 

Memorial 
Hall Solva 

Carol Ann Jones 
01437 721374 
07970 614233 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Thurs 23rd Midday to 2 pm Luncheon 
Club 

Memorial 
Hall Solva 

Ifor Thomas 
01437 729574 

2 course meal 

Fri 24th 1:30 to 4:30pm Friday Club Clubhouse 
& AFC 
Solva 

Lena or Lesley on 
07805 717556 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Tues 28th 2pm to 4pm Cinema Film Clubhouse 
& AFC 
Solva 

Lena or Lesley on 
07805 717556 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Wed 29th 10:30 to midday Coffee 
Morning 

Memorial 
Hall Solva 

Carol Ann Jones 
01437 721374 
07970 614233 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 

Thurs 30th Midday to 2 pm Luncheon 
Club 

Memorial 
Hall Solva 

Ifor Thomas 
01437 729574 

2 course meal 

Fri 31st 1:30 to 4:30pm Friday Club Clubhouse 
& AFC 
Solva 

Lena or Lesley on 
07805 717556 

Tea, coffee & 
Biscuits 
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St Davids Library  

Opening Times 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
10.00am - 5.00pm 

*(Closed 1.00pm - 2.00pm)* 

 Saturdays from 10.00am – 12noon 

Closing Tuesday 24th December at 
1pm and reopening as normal on 
Thursday 2nd January. 

 Cau ar Ddydd  

Bydd y Llyfrgell yn Mawrth, 24 Rhagfyr 
am 1pm.  

Byddwn yn ail agor ar yr oriau arferol o 

Ddydd Iau, 2 Ionawr 2025. 

 

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year 
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 Menevia Spa is 
approaching 8 years on 
Goat Street in St David’s 

and what a journey it has been. I am blown away by the 
support and loyalty of our customers, be they local, regular 
visitors or even Pembrokeshire wide, you’ve all been a joy 
to work with and without your support and appreciation 
for what we offer we wouldn’t be able to do what we love 
on a daily basis. 

Menevia Spa has now opened 
a new hair salon, and we are 
delighted to introduce our 
two new hair stylists. Marie 
Barnett will be offering a wide range of hair and makeup 
services and is also a bridal specialist, and Kianah John, who 
will be specialising in barbering. To book, contact them 
direct: 

Marie Barnet Hair and Makeup 07743 451722 

Kianah John Barbering 07983 602061 

We also host fully qualified and experienced podiatrist 
Judith Sparks on Fridays. Contact Judith on 07841198134 

  
Come and join SADS at the 

Memorial Hall, Solva at 7:00 pm on 

31st January or 1st February for: 

"A Quiet Night in 

the Parlour" 

Tickets £5 available from Window on 

Wales and Bayview Stores. Watch 

out for posters in the New Year! 
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Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi 

It has been another busy half term on Aidan campus. Alongside our topic 

based learning the boys and girls have been busy raising money for our 

school Roundhouse we have had built on our Non campus, writing and 

posting letters to Santa, creating craft for our enterprise fayre and starring in their 

very own nativity ‘A King is Born’. Nadolig Llawen I chi gyd.  

  

 

31st December New Year’s Eve 
Celebration in St Davids City Hall 

 

Step into 2025 with Unearthed Festival’s first NYE 

celebration! Dance the night away with the 

infectious rhythms of Los Pulpos, groove to the 

soulful sounds of Honey Fungus, and let DJ Uncle 

Funk keep the party alive until the early hours! 

 

It’s time to gather, celebrate the close of 2024, 

and the beginning of a powerful year ahead. Let’s 

make this New Year’s Eve one to remember! 
 

Tickets are £27 available online at 

unearthedfestival.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Solva Treasure Hunt will be on 

New Year’s Day, starting at Bay 

View Stores at 10:30am and 

finishing at the Hats and Barrels 

by 2pm 
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Ty Curtis Hall, Bryn Road, St Davids 

 

Currently: 4hrs £14 8hrs £28  Full day £30 
 

Contact 07952 201813 to hire. Also available for parties, craft classes, music 
etc. Garden also available. 
  
Monday - Available for hire 
 

Tuesday 
10am-11.15am Tai Chi with Judy Schunemann. Contact No.07890 647338 
6.30pm-7.30pm Vinyasa Yoga. Contact Sophie at 
https://www.theflyingfitfoodie.com/classes  
 

Wednesday 
9.30am & 10.45am Pilates with Christine. Pilates for strength, flexibility and functionality. Contact 
Christine Higgins 
6.30pm till 7.30pm. Slow Flow Yoga with As You Are Yoga & Wellbeing. Contact Abbie on 
07817851853 or www.asyouarewellbeing.co.uk 
 

Thursday  - Available for hire 
 

Friday - Available for hire 
 

Saturday  
9am-9.30am 
My Journey Weight Loss class 
 

Sunday 
11am until 12.Cyfarfod Crynwyr Tyddewi/ St David's Quaker Meeting. Sunday  
Contact Nia Harries 01348 872002. 

 
 

SOLVA WI 
Our monthly meeting was held on November 14th in Solva Memorial Hall preceded 
by a soup lunch prepared by members. 

We will be decorating the WI House window in February and the theme will be 
Valentine’s Day. 

Our Christmas meal will be at Hats & Barrels on 17th December. 

The 2025 Programme, arranged and prepared by our President, Mary Haughton, 
will be available at the December meeting, which will also be our Christmas Party. 
This will include a festive tea supplied by members. Mulled wine too! It was agreed 
that members bring items for the CWTCH Shed at Bay View stores in lieu of giving 
Christmas cards 

The Annual Meeting then followed with the committee remaining as it is as there 
were no further nominations. 

A vote of thanks was given by Gill Iles to the President for all her hard work and 
agreeing to be President for another year! 

Please contact Jane Pascoe 01437 721544. 
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REGULAR EVENTS – JANUARY 2025 

 

DYDD LLUN – MONDAY 

St David’s & Solva Art Group in Solva Clubhouse 10am – 1pm 

St David’s Day Centre for the Elderly in St Davids Memorial Hall 2 – 4pm Contact Kay Kimber 

07791352349 or Bethan Price 07767398924  

 

DYDD MAWRTH – TUESDAY 

St David’s Library in the City Hall, 10am – 5pm (closed 1-2pm) 

St David’s & Solva People’s Shed in Solva Clubhouse 10am – 2pm 

Friends in Harmony Choir meet in Haverfordwest 7.30pm.  Car shares available from Solva & St 

Davids – Contact Sylvia 01437 720228 

 

DYDD MERCHER – WEDNESDAY 

Luncheon Club in Solva Memorial Hall 12.30pm 

Coffee & Chat in the Drop-In Centre, St David’s City Hall 10am – 12pm 

Playgroup in Solva Clubhouse 9.30am – 11.30am 

Early Bird Social Gamers at Smorgasbord, St David’s 11am – 3pm 

Dai Ball’s Quiz 8pm in The Ship, Solva 

Tower bell ringing practice, St Davids Cathedral 2.45-4pm 

 

DYDD IAU – THURSDAY 

St David’s Library in the City Hall, 10am-5pm (closed 1–2pm) 

Coffee Morning and Mini Lending Library in Solva Memorial Hall 10.30am – 12pm 

Brushstrokes Art Group 1.30pm – 4pm in Solva Clubhouse (term time) 

Open Mic at the Harbour Inn 8pm 

 

DYDD GWENER – FRIDAY 

Friday Club in Solva Clubhouse 2pm – 4pm 

Social Gaming Session in Smorgasbord, St David’s 6.30pm – 10.30pm 

 

DYDD SADWRN – SATURDAY 

My Journey Weight Loss Group in Ty Curtis Hall, St David’s 9am 

St David’s Library in the City Hall, 10am – 12pm 

 

Solva & St David’s News would like to thank all the dedicated volunteers who help 

distribute the newsletter in the community, as well as the businesses and councils 

for their continued support in funding our publication. We truly appreciate all the 

support received. 

Please post your events to our Facebook 
page – What’s On – St David’s & Solva 

Email: solvanews@outlook.com 

 

 

mailto:solvanews@outlook.com
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 31st Dec   – New Year’s Eve Celebration at St Davids City Hall 

 31st Dec – Muddy Funsters at the Hats & Barrels, Solva 

 31st Dec – Hideaway Trio at the Harbour Inn, Solva 

 1st – Solva Treasure Hunt starting at 10.30am at Bay View Stores 

 1st – Whitesands New Year’s Day Swim at 12pm. Cawl, live music and 

Les’s Quiz in the Farmers Arms, St Davids afterwards. 

 1st – New Year’s Day Concert with Cantorian Singers in St Davids 

Cathedral at 2pm 

 1st   – Ella Guru at the Hats & Barrels, Solva 

 6th  - Ancient Connections Communities and their Saints Exhibition 

opens in the Tower Room, Oriel y Parc. Until 3rd March.  

 11th – Community Engagement Event, 3-7pm at St Davids City Hall 

 11th – Solva Harbour Society AGM 10.45am at The Ship Inn 

 15th - Cyfarfod Merched y Wawr, Cangen Bro Ddewi, yn Festri’r Seion, 

Stryd Newydd, Tyddewi am 1yp.  Siaradwr: Gareth Evans o Solfach. 

 25th   – Burns Night Ceilidh in Solva Memorial Hall 

 25th - Community Engagement Event, 3-7pm at St Davids City Hall 

 25th – Light Up A Life Concert at St Davids Cathedral 

 31st – A Quiet Night in the Parlour 7pm in Solva Memorial Hall 

 1st Feb – A Quiet Night in the Parlour 7pm in Solva Memorial Hall 

 22nd Feb – Cawl Competition, 11.30am at St Davids City Hall 

 23rd Feb – Cymanfa Ganu, 2.30pm at St Davids City Hall 

 25-27th JULY – Edge Festival, Solva. https://www.edgefestival.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.edgefestival.co.uk/

